[Management of asthma attacks in primary care practice].
Most fatal asthma attacks are explained by an underestimation of the severity of the episode and by an underutilization of adequate treatments. The primary care physician should: 1) identify predictors of poor outcome requiring immediate hospital admission, 2) evaluate the severity of the attack, using clinical criteria and peak-flow measurements, and 3) initiate a treatment combining inhaled beta2-agonists and oral steroids. Life threatening asthma attacks warrant immediate hospitalisation as well as severe attacks persisting after initial treatment. Moderate attacks don't usually require referral. Other factors, such as social factors, compliance to treatment, or co-morbid conditions, may warrant hospitalisation.